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Instruction #1: FORM A CHURCH FAMILY THAT REFLECTS UNITY AND LOVE. 
 
Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be 
compassionate and humble.  
1 Peter 3:8 (New International Version) 
 

• “live in harmony” = like mindedness = harmony of understanding that promotes 
harmony of attitude. 
 

• “humility” = having a true assessment of yourself 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud. . . Romans 12:16a (NIV)  
 
Unless the LORD builds the house, the builders labor in vain. Unless the LORD watches over 
the city, the guards stand watch in vain. Psalm 127:1 (NIV) 
 

• “love as brothers” = philadelphia = the love found between siblings 
 

• “be compassionate” = have a tender heart = being touched about another’s situation 
and doing something about it. 
 

• “be sympathic” = empathy 

 
Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Romans 12:15 (NIV)  
 

 
 
 
 
 
Instruction #2: RESPOND TO MEMBERS OF A HOSTILE CULTURE WITH BLESSING.  
 
Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with blessing, because to 
this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 1 Peter 3:9 (English Standard Version) 

 
The concept: gracious nonretaliation 
 
 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should 
follow in his steps . . . When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, 
he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  
1 Peter 2:21,23 (NIV) 

 
 



Instruction #3: TRUST THAT THE GOD WHO WATCHES ALL, WILL BLESS WHAT IS 
RIGHT AND JUDGE WHAT ISN’T. 
 
For, “Whoever would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips 
from deceitful speech. They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 
For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the face 
of the Lord is against those who do evil.”  
1 Peter 3:10-12 (NIV) 


