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We were created to be in relationship with others!  

The Gospel Transforms Our Relationships  

Tax collectors and other notorious sinners often came to listen to Jesus teach. This made the 

Pharisees and teachers of religious law complain that he was associating with such sinful 

people—even eating with them! So Jesus told them this story…  

(Luke 15:1-3 NLT)  

Relationships are more important than our differences  

“In those days you were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the 

people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to them. You lived 

in this world without God and without hope. But now you have been united with Christ Jesus. 

Once you were far away from God, but now you have been brought near to him through the 

blood of Christ. For Christ himself has brought peace to us . . . he broke down the wall of 

hostility that separated us.”  

(Ephesians 2:12-14 NLT)  

Gospel-centered relationships fully welcome the lost  

“When he finally came to his senses, he said to himself, ‘At home even the hired servants have 

food enough to spare, and here I am dying of hunger! I will go home to my father and say, 

“Father, I have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called 

your son. Please take me on as a hired servant.”’ So, he returned home to his father.  

(Luke 15:17-20a NLT)  

And while he was still a long way off, his father saw him coming. Filled with love and 

compassion, he ran to his son, embraced him, and kissed him. His son said to him, ‘Father, I 

have sinned against both heaven and you, and I am no longer worthy of being called your son. 

“But his father said to the servants, ‘Quick! Bring the finest robe in the house and put it on him. 

Get a ring for his finger and sandals for his feet. And kill the calf we have been fattening. We 

must celebrate with a feast, for this son of mine was dead and has now returned to life. He was 

lost, but now he is found.’ So the party began.  

(Luke 15:20b-24 NLT)  



God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 

(Romans 5:8 NLT)  

Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be given glory. 

(Romans 15:7 NLT)  

Prodigal means - extravagant, lavish, recklessly generous in giving.  

‘All these years I’ve slaved for you and never once refused to do a single thing you told me to. 

And in all that time you never gave me even one young goat for a feast with my friends. Yet 

when this son of yours comes back after squandering your money . . . you celebrate by killing the 

fattened calf!’ (Luke 15:29-30 NLT)  

Gospel-centered relationships reshape reality  
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